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|
TO WIONM I MAY CONCERN: %
i

|

i
%
RE: P.R.C., 1835 E. 29th ST., SIGNAL HILL, CA 90806

%y

-

H

This is [rom a concerned citizen who knows enough about

Lhisg situaltlon to be alble tu see wlhen a case has been handled

unjustly. 'Fhis company in question did in Lfact pump highly
laced P.C.B., oll underground from thedr planﬁ through an
abandoned pipeline below Spring Streel and into an unpermilted
tank in an abandoned reflnery, which is illegal according to
the E.P.A. This was susplciously done at night,

Alter admitting no contest in court, which basically means
Lhey are guilly, they received a meager [ine of $60,UUd and no
criminal sentence. This case is completely unjustified and
definitely should be reovpened. Apparently, the CAL-E.P.A.
and the Lung Beach judge did not go by the E.P.A. and D.0.11.5,
rule hoolk, Yitle 22, Now with this seuntence, they are leltting
everybody know Cthat you can do anything illegal, using stall
Lacltlcs, pay-offsg, and bribry, and still gel away with a crime,

As the saying goes, "lts not WIAT you know, dts WHO you
know", which 1s obvious in Lhis case.

If this case is not further investigated and this-complaint
is ignored, then in the near future.we will anonymously alert

the media about this negligence of public environmental safety.

FROM A VERY CONCERNED CITIZEN
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Abandoned
Refmery Tanks

‘Are Drained in: ‘

Tox1c Cleanup

B Pollutlon. Petnoleum T

lReC)fclmg has pleaded no contest

-toa mlsdemeanol charge of
1llegally dlsposmg of hazardous -
aste at Wl 1ght Termmals. R

By RICKHOLGUIN . .../ ......0 ... 4. e
TIMESSTAF['WRII‘LR l‘ ,,__"-,:i A!

The last of the. huge tanks - that held :

petxoleum waste at an abandoned ol refin-" ;. -

lery in Long Beach has’ ‘been : drained, |,
|eliminatlng the danger of. 1arge spllls or an :

_ iexplosion, officials said.: " By

i “There is no imminent danger to people f

‘ Illving around the site,” gaid Rich Varen- !
chik, a spokesman for the Cahfon ma ani- X

:ronmental Protection Agency. -

- | “The final 200,000 gallons of oil- tainted

iwater were drained last month from a tank ’

:at the abandoned . refinery, known as :
"Wright Terminals, near Cherry ‘Avenue ! |
‘and Spring Street. The site is surrounded i.

by light industry and the San Diego .
"I‘leeway(405) .

.The cleanup was the result. of a crlminal
investigation and prosecution’ of a Signal
Hill ;oil -recycler,. Petroléum - Recycling
.Corp. Officials alleged. that:the company

' illegally piped the waste, mto,a tank at

" “Wright Terminals, . -

Petroleum llecyciiog bleaded fo contest
. Tuesday in Long Beach-Superior Court toa : ..

misdemeanor charge of illegally disposing .
iof hazardous waste at Wright Terminals.
;*The company ; also agreed to pay $60 000 in
. 'fines.
Judge Rlchard o Charvat closed the

~ case.after hearing testimony that t,he firm v '

: lnd properly disposed of the wasle,.. Lot

- Company.Vice President Gary. Leger Sﬂld s

Wednegday -that, Petroleum Recycling i
;. Plense see REFINERY, J10-

...........
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'ontinued from J1
'orp. spent more than $100,000 to
leajr the tank.

“We still vehemently maintain
nat we didn’t put that material in
here,” Leger said. “But we're
appy. to have it resolved and over
rith."” ' ,

Deputy Dist. Atty. Joseph P.
‘harney, who prosecuted the case,
aid, the outcome was successful
ecause the tank was drained of
otentially flammable waste at no’
xpense to taxpayers.

““We're happy that the tank is
leaned up and there’s no more
anger from it,” Charney said.

» More than 1.7 million gallons of
azardous waste was removed ear- .
er this year from other tanks at .
he abandoned refinery. -

Minor amounts of petroleum
roducts in the bottom of the tanks
nd.in pipelines on the site still
gedto be removed, said Jim Ross,
enior engineer for the state’s Re-
ional Water Quality Control

Board, which is overseeing the
cleanup.,

In addition, the ground at the site
is tainted, and past tests have
indicated at least some ground
water is contaminated to a depth of
85 feet, officials said. ° :

More testing is needed to deter-
mine the extent of the contamina-
tion, they said.

Ross said he has begun discus-
gions with the out-of-state owner

of the site, Robert Zander, to get

him to pay to demolish the rusting
refinery and clean up the site.
Officials hope the work will begin
next year. ‘ o,

The former Western Qil Refin-
ery was last operated as a bulk-

“fuel storage and blending terminal

by Wright Cos. of Las Vegas, Nev,,
which leased the five-acre proper-

ty from Zander. Wright Cos. de- -
clared bankruptcy and abandoned’

the site in 1991.
CallPA took control of the site

in May, 1991, citing a threat of
_explosion from fumes emanating

. violat_ions.

REFINERY: Wright Terminals Cleanup

from storage tanks. CalEPA has
gpent about $200,000 on the site,
Varenchik said.

But state and local officials have

- also been aggressive in finding

ways to clean the site without
spending public funds.

The first breakthrough in the
effort came in September, 1991,
when state and local officials an-
nounced that they had reached an
agreement with a local company to
remove more than 1.7 million gal-
lons of oil-tainted water from
about 20 storage tanks on the site,

Paramount Petroleum Corp. had
no previous involvement with
Wright Terminals, but the firm had
violated clean-air regulations at its
plant with excessive emissions and
odors. It absorbed the cost of
removing and recycling the waste
from the tanks. In exchange, the
South Coast Air Quality Manage-
ment District forgave about
$200,000 in fines that were to be
levied against the firm. for the

i - < __,L.:..A’-L-““ " L S
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SIGNALHILL -

Oil Recycler Pleads No -
Contest to Illegal Storage

.A Signal Hill oil i‘ecyeling company
pleaded no contest Tuesday to a misde-
meanor charge of illegally storing about

100,000 gallons of oil-laden waste water .

at an abandoned Long Breach refinery
and paid $60,000 in {ines.

Superlor Court . Judge Rlchard F.
Charvat closed the case against Petrole«
um Recycling Corp. after hearing testi-

mony  that the firm had removed and
p;:operly diSposed of the waste in a tank -

!
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at W1 1ght ’I‘ermmals in Long Beach sald".‘-»
Deputy Dist. Atty. Joseph P. Charney. ‘

The former refinery and bulk-fuel
storage terminal was abandoned. last

" year, and local and state health officials
‘have been working:to clean up environ-

mental hazards at the Spring Street site. -

Virtually all of the liquid waste in the
tanks of the old -refinery has been
removed, said Jim Ross, senior engineer.
with the Los Angeles Regional Water
Quality Control Board, which is oversee-‘ :
ing the cleanup. . ' - P P

Demolition of the old refmery and
lesting for soil and ground water con-

~tamination is expected to take place next ,
.year, he said . S
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